OFFICERS  AND  FOUNDERS 


Jules  C.  Stein,  Chairman  of  the  Board 

Mr.  Stein,  Chairman  of  MCA,  Inc.  (Music  Corporation 
of  America),  is  a Doctor  of  Medicine  and  a former 
Board  certified  practicing  Ophthalmologist 

RESEARCH  TO  PREVENT  BLINDNESS,  INC 

598  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  22,  N.  Y 


James  S.  Adams,  Vice  President  and  Treasurer 

Mr.  Adams,  a general  partner  of  Lazard  Freres  & 
Company,  has  been  influential  in  the  program  development 
of  many  of  the  nation’s  leading  voluntary  health 
organizations 

Mrs.  Albert  D.  Lasker,  Vice  President 

Mrs.  Lasker,  President  of  the  Albert  and  Mary  Lasker 
Foundation,  has  a distinguished  record  of  support  of 
medical  research 

Lew  Wasserman,  Vice  President 

Mr.  Wasserman,  President  of  MCA,  Inc.,  organized 
RPB’s  first  and  highly  successful  appeal  for  financial 
support  in  honor  of  Mr.  Stein’s  65th  birthday 

William  J.  vanden  Heuvel,  Secretary  and  Counsel 

Mr.  vanden  Heuvel  is  associated  with  the  law  firm  of 
Javits  Trubin  Sillcocks  Edelman  & Purcell 


Robert  E.  McCormick,  President 

Mr.  McCormick,  an  attorney  and  former  corporate  officer 
of  Olin  Chemical  Corp.,  who  recently  had  retinal 
detachments,  has  long  been  active  in  national  health 
organizations,  particularly  those  interested  in  the 
field  of  blindness 


David  F.  Weeks 
Executive  Director 

Mefford  R.  Runyon 
Vice  President  for  Planning 

Dr.  C.  J.  Van  Slyke 
Scientific  Director 


This  report  was  printed  as  a public  service  by  Ad  Press,  Ltd.,  100  Grand  Street,  New  York  13,  N.  Y.,  at  no  cost  to  Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc. 


FOREWORD 


A new  and  aggressive  approach  to  the  age-old  problem  of 
blindness,  a new  technique  in  fund  raising,  a new  method  of 
operating  in  the  field  of  philanthropy:  these  are  among  the 
achievements  of  a new  voluntary  medical  research  founda- 
tion— Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc.  (RPB) — estab- 
lished in  February,  1960. 

RPB’s  staff  is  small,  its  ambition  vast,  its  mission  as  clear 
as  its  name — to  stimulate  the  most  intensive  research  attack 
ever  directed  against  blindness. 

In  recent  years,  medical  research  has  eliminated  or 
diminished  scores  of  killers  and  cripplers.  However,  in  this 
same  period,  the  incidence  of  blindness  has  risen  at  an  alarm- 
ing rate — faster  even  than  the  population  rise. 

Society  has  always  been  quick  to  help  those  stricken  with 

Robert  E.  McCormick 
President 


the  loss  of  their  sight.  Traditionally,  charity  for  the  blind 
has  been,  and  still  is,  supported  with  fervor  and  urgency. 

But  the  problem  of  blindness  must  be  met  before  darkness 
sets  in.  Only  research  can  solve  the  stubborn  mysteries  of 
blindness. 

In  pursuit  of  this  goal,  we  have  found  that  the  qualities 
common  to  American  business — efficiency,  know-how  and 
organization — can  be  equally  effective  in  dealing  with  profits 
and  losses  in  human  welfare. 

We  dedicate  this  first  annual  report — covering  the  activi- 
ties of  Research  to  Prevent  Blindness  during  its  first  22 
months — to  the  select  group  of  individuals,  corporations,  and 
foundations  whose  interest  and  support  has  made  RPB’s 
pioneering  program  possible. 

Jules  C.  Stein 
Chairman 
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AN  OUNCE  OF  PREVENTION. 


BLINDNESS  IN  THE  U.S 


“Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc. 

is  taking  a leading  role  in  promoting  research  in  a 

field  that  has  been  sadly  neglected." 

Dr.  Milton  S.  Eisenhower 
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The  above  graph  shows  the  estimated  number  of  Americans  who  are  either  blind 
or  suffer  serious  eye  dejects.  An  estimated  100,000,000  people — as  much  as  58% 
of  our  population — require  some  form  of  vision  care  (correction  by  glasses, 
visual  training  and  other  mcans).t 

A)  the  legal  description  of  blindness  represents  an  economic  definition  derived 
from  the  Social  Security  Act. 

B)  Functionally  blind  definition  indicates  those  people  who  cannot  read  ordinary 
newsprint,  even  with  the  aid  of  glasses. 
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The  world  has  over  10  million  blind.  Over  two- 
thirds  of  them  could  have  preserved  their  sight  had 
they  benefited  in  time  from  modern  preventive  medi- 
cine and  surgery. 

At  present  more  than  30,000  Americans  become 
blind  each  year,  and  the  rate  is  increasing  at  a faster 
pace  than  the  population  rise.  The  problem  worsens 
as  the  American  life  span  increases.  In  more  than 
60  percent  of  the  cases,  science  does  not  know  what 
causes  the  blindness.  But  many  medical  scientists 
believe  that  nearly  all  those  now  destined  to  go  blind 
can  be  saved  through  adequate  research  and 
prevention. 

In  comparison  with  the  enormous  need,  the  amount 
of  eye  research  being  done  has  been  pathetically 
small.  In  1960,  for  instance,  the  year  RPB  was 
founded,  as  little  as  $6,000,000  was  devoted  to 
ophthalmic  studies.  But  in  the  same  year,  according 
to  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service,  care,  compen- 
sation, benefits  and  education  for  the  blind  cost  an 
estimated  $500,000,000  annually.  More  money  was 
spent  in  this  country  for  eye  wash  than  for  eye 
research. 

Increasing  eye  research  support  is  the  continuing 
and  constant  mission  of  Research  to  Prevent  Blind- 
ness— providing  the  funds  and  facilities  to  eliminate 
the  human  suffering  and  economic  waste  that  blind- 
ness imposes.  RPB  is  the  one  national  voluntary 
health  foundation  devoted  solely  to  stimulating  an 
all-out  research  attack  on  the  causes  of  blindness,  one 
of  the  most  neglected  problems  in  the  entire  field  of 
health  and  welfare. 


THE  INCREASED  INCIDENCE  OF 
BLINDNESS  IN  THE  U.S. 

SINCE  THE  DECADE  OF  THE  AO's."* 
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From  1940^50  the  average  annual 
iftcrease  in  the  number  of  newly 
blind  zvas  6/00.  Today  more  than 
30,000  Americans  go  blind  every  year. 
The  rise  is  attributed  to  population 
increases,  and  to  the  increase  in 
the  U.  S.  life  span  and  disorders 
associated  zvith  aging. 


INCIDENCE  RATE  OF  BLINDNESS 
BY  AGE  GROUP.* 


Shozving  the  estimated  incidence  rate 
by  age  groups.  Nearly  all  those  now 
destined  to  go  blind  could  be  saved 
through  adequate  research  and 
prevention. 
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major  causes  of  blindness  in  the  united  states'* 
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Over  SOfiOO  Americans  now  lose  their  sight  each  year.  Medical  scientists 
believe  that  nearly  all  those  now  destined  to  go  blind  can  be  saved  through 
adequate  research  and  prevention. 
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A PIONEERING 


Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  not  unlike  many 
other  organizations,  emerged  first  as  an  idea  in  the 
minds  of  a small  group  of  men  and  women — a group 
gravely  concerned  over  the  expanding  scope  of 
blindness — a group  in  agreement  that  too  little  was 
known  and  too  little  was  being  done  to  solve  one  of 
man’s  oldest  and  most  tragic  afflictions. 

From  the  birth  of  the  idea,  however,  there  has 
been  slight  similarity  between  RPB’s  program  de- 
sign and  that  of  other  organizations  interested  in 
health  and  welfare. 

The  Trustees  approached  the  situation  the  way 
they  would  a business  problem;  by  marshalling  the 
facts  before  taking  action.  They  first  explored  a 
number  of  organizations  with  the  thought  of  sup- 
porting one  already  established.  While  they  found 
a multitude  of  organizations  with  commendable  goals 
serving  the  blind,  they  were  unable  to  find  one  em- 
bracing the  bold  concepts  which  they  felt  necessary 
to  develop  an  all-out  attack  against  the  causes  of 
blindness. 

They  then  conducted  an  intensive  survey  and 
study  of  the  nation’s  top  eye  research  centers,  which 
disclosed  that  a serious  void  existed  in  the  field  of 
prevention.  It  identified  and  analyzed  three  major 
harriers  impeding  eye  research:  lack  of  adequate 
laboratory  facilities,  lack  of  trained  and  talented 


PROGRAM 


manpower,  and  lack  of  unrestricted  funds  for 
pro7nising  projects. 

As  a final  step  in  developing  the  first  phase  of  its 
program,  RPB  held  a conference  of  leading  ophthal- 
mologists in  March  of  1960,  to  secure  their  advice 
and  judgment. 

RPB  has  from  the  beginning  been  an  organization 
in  a hurry,  impatient  with  the  response  to  the  over- 
whelming problem  of  blindness.  The  program  which 
it  has  developed  reflects  this  sense  of  urgency.  RPB 
serves  as  a catalyst,  bringing  together  the  money  and 
minds  which  are  the  vital  ingredients  in  finding  the 
causes,  developing  the  cures  and  preventing  the  oc- 
currence of  blindness. 

Its  program  to  stimulate  more  intensive  and  more 
extensive  eye  research  has  four  major  facets  : 

Developing  and  expanding  existing  research 
facilities  at  leading  ophthalmological  research 
institutions  throughout  the  country. 

Broadening  present  research  activities  at  these 
institutions,  and  stimulating  promising  new 
programs. 

Enabling  gifted  research  physicians  and  other 
scientists  to  make  their  careers  in  ophthalmic 
research. 

Cooperating  with  all  private  and  public  agencies 
which  can  help  the  cause  of  blindness  preven- 


tion, and  focusing  broad  public  attention  on  the 
urgent  need  for  expanded  research. 

Support  for  these  efforts  comes  from  contribu- 
tions from  its  own  Trustees  and  other  individual 
donors;  from  foundations  and  corporations,  and 
from  special  events.  RPB’s  policy  is  to  develop  new 
sources  of  support — to  assure  that  financial  assis- 
tance is  not  diverted  from  existing  agencies  serving 
the  blind. 

The  most  pressing  barrier  impeding  eye  research 
to  which  RPB  could  direct  its  attention  was  the 
lack  of  laboratory  space.  This  area  of  research  sup- 
port, into  which  no  other  voluntary  health  foundation 
had  ever  ventured,  was  chosen  by  RPB  as  a first 
major  pha.se  of  its  program. 


"There  is  no  force 
like  the  power  of  an  idea 
whose  time  has  come.” 
Victor  Hugo 


■ 


A UNIQUE  VENTURE 


A new  $1,200,000  laboratory,  construction  to  start 
in  1962,  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  Medical 
Institutions  in  Baltimore  is  the  product  of  RPB’s 
first  project  to  expand  eye  research  facilities. 

Funds  for  Hopkins’  new  Wilmer  Ophthalmo- 
logical  Institute  building  were  raised  in  a campaign 
initiated  and  conducted  by  RPB — the  first  time  that 
an  outside  organization  has  financed  and  directed  a 
campaign  for  a university. 

When  the  building  is  completed,  the  histitute  will 
be  the  world's  largest  unified  research  center  for  the 
study  of  the  eye. 

In  its  study  of  the  eye  research  field  RPB  learned 
that  Wilmer,  the  source  of  innumerable  significant 
contributions  to  the  cure  and  prevention  of  blindness, 
was  marking  time  on  a number  of  important  research 
projects  due  to  lack  of  laboratory  space.  In  I960 
Johns  Hopkins’  officials  approached  RPB  for  a 
contribution  to  enlarge  the  Institute’s  eye  research 
facilities.  RPB  asked  that  a thorough  documen- 
tation of  needs  be  drawn  up — not  just  a stop-gap 
request — but  a comprehensive  plan  that  would  assure 
the  Institute  having  the  space  needed  to  really  move 
forward  in  the  years  ahead.  It  was  estimated  that 
$1,000,000  would  be  needed  to  construct  an  ade- 


quate building.  yVlthough  RPB  was  not  in  a position 
to  make  a commitment  of  that  magnitude,  it  resolved 
to  assist  Johns  Hopkins  qualify  for  a major  con- 
struction grant  from  the  Federal  government,  pri- 
marily by  raising  from  private  sources  the  matching 
funds  required.  RPB  offered  volunteer  leadership 
and  ‘"seed  money”;  and  employed  a ‘‘risk  capital” 
concept  to  get  the  project  moving.  Assured  of  the 
cooperation  of  Johns  Hopkins’  officials  and  Wilmer’s 
energetic  administrators,  RPB  agreed  to  underwrite 
all  costs  and  to  provide  initiative  and  direction  for  a 
fund-raising  campaign.  RPB  also  pledged  a contin- 
gent grant  up  to  $150,000  in  the  event  that  the  cam- 
paign failed  to  achieve  its  goal. 

The  campaign  opened  in  April  of  1961,  with  a 
goal  of  $500,000  to  match  a similar  sum  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  National  Institutes  of  Health.  At  the 
close  of  the  campaign  six  months  later,  the  goal  was 
exceeded;  the  final  figure  was  more  than  $700,000, 
in  addition  to  an  NIH  grant  of  $491,000. 

Through  intensive  voluntary  efifort,  the  funds 
were  raised  without  a public  appeal  and  at  a cost 
of  less  than  3 percent.  Since  RPB  paid  all  expenses, 
every  dollar  contributed  went  directly  to  the  building 
project. 
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The  geth.-  i ■ ' the  "'key  figures'"  at  annouficctficftt  of  tuorld’s  largest  unified  eye  research 

l.-l-.ruii  ■ built  at  Johns  includes  ■ /.  to  r.)  Jules  C,  Stchi.  Ch^inmv- 

: .search  lilindtuws,  Inc.:  Milton  S.  Eiscnhoiccr.  Hopkins  President;  /•.  . 

E.  \'c('  ■ J'risiucnt,  Ri’H:  and  Dr.  A.  Edward  Maumenre,  head  of  Hopkins'  li'ihn- 

Ophthiihnei  -fji. -■  istitutt\ 


In  announcing  the  completion  of  the  campaign, 
Dr.  Milton  S.  Eisenhower,  President  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  hailed  “this  unique  venture 
that  holds  significant  promise  for  future  relation- 
ships between  health  organizations  and  medical 
schools  joining  forces  in  programs  that  will  benefit 
the  general  welfare.” 

Dr.  Eisenhower  said  that  the  new  building  will, 
for  the  first  time,  enable  teams  of  medical  scientists 
from  various  disciplines  to  work  on  the  major  causes 
of  blindness  within  a single  research  facility. 

"Without  the  assistance  of  Research  to  Prevent 
Blindness,”  he  noted,  "this  important  project  might 
hewe  been  delayed  for  years.” 

Robert  E.  McCormick,  President  of  RPB,  served 
as  co-chairman  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  campaign  with 
Dr.  Alan  C.  Woods,  Sr.,  director  emeritus  of  the 
Wilmer  Institute. 

RPB  is  currently  making  plans  to  help  other 
medical  schools  add  to  their  research  facilities  by 
raising  the  necessary  funds  to  match  Federal  grants. 
Its  campaign  on  behalf  of  the  Wilmer  Institute 
marks  only  the  beginning,  though  a significant  be- 
ginning, in  a unique  program  to  e.xpand  eye  research 
facilities. 
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Dr.  PhiUips  Thygeson,  Director  of  the  Francis 
I.  Proctor  Foundation  at  the  University  of 
California  in  San  Francisco,  and  Dr.  Martin 
Corwin  are  shown  using  a Donaldson 
stereocamera  purchased  with  funds  from 
RPB’s  unrestricted  grant. 


RPB's  unrestricted  grant  to  New 
York  University  helped  finance  an 
electromiographic  study  of  extrcs- 
ocular  muscles  in  strabismus  by  Dr. 
Goodwin  M.  Breinin. 


FOR  RESEARCH 


Biochemical  studies,  a part 
of  retinal  detachment 
research  at  the  Indiana 
University  School  of 
Medicine,  being  conducted 
in  a laboratory  equipped 
from  an  RPB  grant. 


and  researchers 


Research  solves  a mystery* 


BIRTH  '40  '42  '44  '46  '48  '50  '52  '54  '56  '58 

YEAR 


Reirolcntal  fibroplasia  emerged  as  a serious  cause  of  blindness  in  premature  infants  in  1942. 
Ten  years  later  research  determined  that  it  was  caused  by  an  excess  administration  of  oxygen. 
As  the  result  of  the  discovery,  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  estimates  that  about  13,000 
children  have  been  saved  from  blindness — thus  producing  a financial  saving  of  more  than 
$284,000,000  which  would  have  otherwise  been  spent  for  care  during  their  life  span. 


The  urgent  need  for  unrestricted  funds — permitting 
maximum  flexibility  in  developing  eye  research  and 
training  programs — was  established  at  the  1960  con- 
ference of  ophthalmologists. 

To  help  meet  this  pressing  need,  RPB  has  made 
grants  totaling  $197,500  to  20  medical  schools  and 
eye  research  institutes  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  brief  letters  to  eye  research  directors  accom- 
panying the  grants  made  only  one  proviso — which 
indicated  the  complete  lack  of  restrictions : “.  . . to 
assist  in  such  fashion  as  you  choose  in  the  further- 
ance of  ophthalmic  research  and  training.” 

Without  exception,  the  recipients  report  that 
these  grants  are  giving  them  the  kind  of  flexibility 
in  planning  research  and  training  and  the  ability  to 
explore  without  delay  promising  new  avenues  of 
research  that  are  not  possible  under  specific  project 
grants. 

The  activities  supported  by  the  RPB  grants  range 
over  the  entire  field  of  ophthalmic  research  and 
training : 

■ The  design  of  new  surgical  equipment  for  cor- 
recting retinal  detachments  at  the  University 
of  Oregon. 

" A study  of  granulomatous  iritis  in  guinea  pigs 
and  publication  of  an  article  on  the  relation- 
ship between  blindness  and  diabetes  at  Washing- 
ton University  in  St.  Louis. 

■ A study  of  the  role  of  enzymes  in  ocular  dis- 
eases and  the  relationship  of  electrophoretic  tear 
patterns  to  systemic  disorders  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania. 
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■ The  establishment  of  an  Electronmicroscopy 
Laboratory  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

■ The  purchase  of  an  automatic  sample  changer 
for  a scintillation  counter  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota. 

■ The  study  of  causes  of  blindness  by  silver 
staining  of  pathological  tissues,  as  well  as  the 
investigation  of  the  vascular  system  of  the  eye 
through  x-ray  visualization  of  radio-opaque 
material,  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 

■ The  development  of  experimental  instrumenta- 
tion and  clinical  procedures  for  electroretino- 
graphy  at  the  University  of  Miami. 

■ The  acquisition  of  equipment  necessary  to  es- 
tablish a microbiology  laboratory  at  the  San 
Francisco  County  Hospital  through  the  Univer- 
sity of  California. 

■ The  partial  support  of  five  research  fellows 
and  trainees  at  the  Retina  Foundation,  Boston. 

■ The  purchase  of  component  facilities  for  an 
analog  computer  and  an  automatic  amino  acid 
analyzer  at  the  Kresge  Eye  Institute,  Detroit. 

■ The  construction  of  a clinically  useful  model 
for  measuring  visual  acuity  using  the  opti- 
cokinetic  response  at  Harvard  University. 

■ The  creation  of  a fund  for  the  support  of  a 
career  ophthalmologist  at  the  University  of 
Indiana. 

■ The  purchase  of  instruments  used  to  compile 
an  atlas  on  trachoma  and  related  diseases  for 


the  Division  of  Indian  Health  at  the  Francis  I. 
Proctor  Foundation,  University  of  California. 

■ The  promotion  of  resident  research  programs 
at  Cornell  University. 

■ The  financing  of  special  personnel  programs 
at  the  Universities  of  California,  Minnesota, 
and  Miami,  Washington  University  and  the 
Institute  of  Ophthalmology  at  Presbyterian 
Hospital  in  New  York. 

■ A special  grant  for  two  years  to  the  Howe 
Laboratory  of  Harvard  University  to  conduct 
conferences  in  1962  and  1963  on  ophthalmic 
biochemistry. 

Typical  of  the  response  to  RPB’s  grant  program 
was  this  comment  from  one  eye  research  director : 

“The  undesignated  funds  of  RPB  have  enabled 
us  to  develop  our  research  in  a free  and  creative 
manner.  We  consider  this  award  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  stimulants  for  research  in  ophthal- 
mology today  . . . We  sincerely  wish  to  commend 
RPB  for  its  foresight  in  continuing  to  supply  that 
necessary  spur  to  inspiration  and  research  which 
would  often  wane  because  of  too  little  and  too  late.” 
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RESEARCH  TO  PREVENT  BLINDNESS,  INC. 

Unrestricted  Grants*  Given  During  1960  and  1961 


Geographical  location 
of  RPB  grantees 

INSTITUTION 

Columbia  University  

Cornell  University  

Eye  Bank  for  Sight  Restoration  

Francis  I.  Proctor  Foundation  

(University  of  California) 

Harvard  University  

(Howe  Laboratory  of  Ophthalmology) 

Johns  Hopkins  University  

(Wilmer  Institute  of  (Ophthalmology) 

Kresgc  Eye  Institute  

New  York  University  

Retina  Foundation  

State  University  of  Iowa  

University  of  California  

University  of  California,  Los  Angeles. . 

University  of  Chicago  

University  of  Indiana  

University  of  Miami  

University  of  Michigan  

University  of  Minnesota  

University  of  Oregon  

University  of  Pennsylvania  

Washington  University  


(a)  Made  directly  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jules  C.  Stein  on  behalf  of  RPB 
Total  granted  directly  by  RPB 

Total 


$ 45,000. 
55,000. 


$100,000.00 


$95,000.00* 


RPB 

Unrestricted 

grants 

Capital  fund 
campaigns 
for  research 
laboratory 
construction 


1960 

1961 

TOTAL 

New  York  City 

$ 5000.00  (a) 

$ 5000.00 

$ 10.000.00 

-New  York  City 

5000.00  (a) 

5000.00 

lo.noo.oo 

New  York  City 

5000.00 

San  Francisco 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

Boston 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

Baltimore 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

Detroit 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

New  York  City 

5000.00  (a) 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

Boston 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

Iowa  City 

5000.00  (a) 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

San  Francisco 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10.000-00 

Los  Angeles 

10000.00  (a)  (b) 

10,000.00 

Chicago 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

Indianapolis 

5000.00  (a) 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

Miami.  Fla. 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

Ann  Arbor 

5000.00  (a) 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

Minneapolis 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

Portland 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

Philadelphia 

5000.00  (a) 

5000.00 

10.000.00 

St.  Louis 

5000.00 

5000.00 

10,000.00 

$195.000.00" 


(b)  Covers  1960  and  1961 

* To  be  expended  by  the  head  of  ophthalmological  research  ««if  at 
his  discretion  for  eye  research  and  training. 

**  Totals  do  not  include  a $2500  grant  to  Harvard  University’s  Howe 
Laboratory  of  Ophthalmology  for  support  of  a national  ophthalmic 
biochemistry  conference. 
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SPOKESMEN  FOR  RESEARCH 

APPROPRIATIONS 


Less  than  a month  after  the  founding  of  RPB  in 
1960,  its  officials  appeared  before  Congressional  ap- 
propriations committees  to  press  for  funds  for 
ophthalmic  research. 

As  the  only  organization  specifically  representing 
blindness  at  these  hearings,  RPB  urged  that  a definite 
amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  National  In- 
stitute of  Neurological  Diseases  and  Blindness  be 
designated  for  blindness  research. 

After  RPB’s  1960  testimony,  Congress  directed 
that  $1,000,000  of  the  increase  in  the  total  appro- 
priation to  the  Institute  be  devoted  to  blindness  re- 
search— the  first  amount  ever  specifically  allocated 
for  this  purpose. 

Again  in  1961,  RPB’s  officers  appeared  before  a 
Congressional  appropriations  committee  and  pressed 
for  an  expanded  research  program.  This  time.  Con- 
gress allocated  $10,000,000  to  blindness  research  for 
the  1962  fiscal  year.  Congressional  response  to  this 
great  need  merits  the  gratitude  of  thousands  of 
Americans  whose  sight  may  be  saved. 


The  significance  of  the  government’s  action  was 
stressed  by  RPB’s  Chairman,  Jules  C.  Stein,  in  his 
remarks  before  the  Senate’s  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  Sub-committee  on  Appropriations  : 

“The  known  availability  of  these  funds  will  act  as 
a great  stimulant  and  incentive  to  research  physi- 
cians and  scientists  to  develop  imaginative  programs 
which  will  bear  great  fruits  in  the  years  to  come.” 
“The  uncertainty  of  financial  support,”  Mr.  Stein 
noted,  “has  a most  depressing  effect  on  the  scien- 
tists’ interest  and  enthusiasm,  and  it  is  abundantly 
clear  that  unless  and  until  ophthalmological  research 
is  given  the  funds,  blindness  will  continue  to  exact 
its  heavy  toll  in  suffering  and  economic  loss.” 

It  is  RPB’s  conviction  that  neither  private  funds 
nor  government  funds  alone  can  do  the  job  of  sup- 
porting blindness  research.  This  is  a task  which  will 
require  the  combined  efforts  of  private  and  public 
resources.  The  mobilization  of  these  resources  to 
sustain  the  most  effective  attack  on  blindness  is  the 
mission  of  RPB. 


1962  Congressional  Appropriations  in  support 
of  research  and  training  within  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health 


TIu-  i/mph  hcloiu  shows  Comjr.-ssional  ap/’ropriatio,ts  for  Ihc  war  auliaq  June  30  196^  m tl..  ■ .■ 

within  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  •>  The  solid  blue  borilnn  of  n,o  i <,  ’ • ”,  '■onous  instiinte. 

r'o',”r;ri 
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NEUROLOGICAL 
DISEASES  & 
BLINDNESS 


ALLERGY  & 
INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 


DENTAL 


COST  OF  CARE 
(EST.)  FOR  THE 
BLIND 


(IN  MILLIONS) 
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MORE  MEN, 
MORE  MONEY 


Money  is  only  one  of  the  ingredients — although  an 
essential  one — in  modern  medical  research.  The 
other  principal  ingredient  is  men — talented,  dedi- 
cated scientists  to  convert  laboratory  aspiration  into 
clinical  realization. 

Attracting  top-flight  scientists  into  the  field  of 
ophthalmic  research,  and  retaining  the  irreplaceable 
talents  of  present  investigators,  is  one  of  the  major 
problems  facing  the  nation’s  medical  schools. 

RPB  is  now  studying  methods  of  helping  these 
institutions  overcome  this  critical  problem.  Plans 
are  being  drawn  for  a program  of  research  professor- 
ships and  career  investigator  awards  as  a means  of 
encouraging  gifted  researchers  to  continue  their 
work  with  appropriate  remuneration  and  recognition. 
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RESEARCH 

TO 

February, 

1960 

Scientific  Director  (Dr.  C.  J.  \ an  Slyke,  retired  deputy  director 
of  the  National  Institutes  of  Health)  completed  tour  and  survey 
of  nation’s  top  medical  centers  to  determine  eye  research  needs. 

February, 

1960 

Incorporation  of  RPB. 

PREVENT 

March, 

1960 

Scientific  conference  conducted  to  secure  advice  on  development 
of  RPB's  program. 

BLINDNESS 

CHRONOLOGY 

OF 

March, 

1960 

RPB.  as  only  organization  specifically  representing  blindness, 
arranged  for  Trustees  and  two  research  ophthalmologists  to 
testify  before  Congressional  appropriations  committee.  For  the 
first  time,  government  funds  ($1,000,000)  were  designated 
specifically  for  eye  research. 

IMPORTANT 

May, 

1960 

RPB  initiated  unrestricted  grant  program  to  eye  research 
centers. 

EVENTS: 

April, 

1961 

RPB's  first  major  fund-raising  effort  produced  $2,500,000  in 
gifts  and  pledges  for  support  of  its  program. 

April, 

1961 

Campaign  for  $500,000  for  eye  research  facilities  at  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  launched. 

June, 

1961 

RPB  again  arranged  testimony  before  Congressional  commit- 
tees. (Government  earmarked  $10,000,000  for  blindness  re- 
search in  1962.) 

October, 

1961 

U.  S.  Treasury  Department  awarded  Research  to  Prevent  Blind- 
ness, Inc.,  permanent  Federal  income  tax  exemption  as  philan- 

thropic  foundation. 


January,  1962  Successful  conclusion  of  Johns  Hopkins  campaign  announced 
with  over  $700,000  raised. 


TO  THE  FUTURE 


RPB’s  task  is  just  beginning.  Much  must  be  done — much  will  be  done — to 
advance  progress  in  ophthalmic  research  in  the  months  to  come.  Among  the 
activities  now  planned  and  budgeted  by  RPB  for  1962  are ; 


"Make  no  little  plans;  they  have  no  magic 
to  stir  men’s  blood  and  probably  in 
themselves  will  not  be  realized. 

Make  big  plans;  aim  high  in  hope  and  work, 
remembering  that  a noble  logical  diagram  once 
recorded  will  never  die,  but  long  after  we 
are  gone  will  be  a living  thing  asserting 
itself  with  ever  growing  insistency.” 

Daniel  Burnham 


■ A survey,  based  on  personal  visits  to  every  medical  school  with  an  ophthal- 
mology department,  will  determine  the  status  of  blindness  research  in  this 
country  and  the  facilities  and  personnel  available.  It  will  also  help  deter- 
mine the  current  and  future  financial  needs  in  ophthalmic  research.  The 
published  findings  will  serve  as  a guide  for  research  scientists,  help  reduce 
overlapping  effort,  and  stimulate  greater  interest  in  this  area  of  research. 

" A scientific  symposium  at  which  outstanding  scientists  in  blindness  re- 
search- will  exchange  information  and  experience.  A special  session  will 
enable  science  writers  and  editors  to  learn  personally  of  progress  and  prob- 
lems in  the  field  of  eye  research  so  that  the  public  may  be  informed. 

■ The  development  of  additional  grants  to  establish  research  professorships 
and  awards  for  career  investigators. 

■ A conference  of  directors  of  ophthalmological  departments  and  eye  re- 
search institutes  will  evaluate  the  effect  of  RPB  s program,  and  determine 
how  it  can  be  most  effectively  continued  and  expanded. 

■ Two  additional  medical  schools  will  be  helped  to  organize  and  conduct 
fund-raising  programs  for  new  research  facilities  in  the  pattern  established 
for  the  Wilmer  Institute  campaign. 

■ RPB  will  continue  to  promote  blindness  research  programs  throughout 
the  nation,  and  to  urge  Congress  to  appropriate  the  necessary  funds  spe- 
cifically for  ophthalmic  research. 
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Financial  Support  for  Research  to  Prevent  Blindness 


Research  to  Prevent  Blindness  is  unique  among 
national  voluntary  health  agencies  in  that  it  makes 
no  general  public  appeal  for  funds.  This  policy  was 
adopted  so  that  no  funds  would  be  diverted  from 
the  support  of  other  agencies  in  the  field  of  blindness. 

During  1960,  its  first  year  of  operation,  RPB 
was  financed  by  the  contributions  of  its  Trustees. 
In  1961,  in  honor  of  Mr.  Stein’s  65th  birthday,  his 
friends  and  associates  conducted  a campaign  among 
themselves  which  produced  $1,500,000  in  gifts  and 
pledges,  to  which  he  added  $1,000,000. 

Continued  support  for  this  vital  program  ivill  come 
from  select  individuals,  corporations,  and  founda- 
tions that  share  RPB’s  determination  to  seek  through 
research  the  knowledge  to  save  sight. 

The  Trustees  ivill  continue  to  underwrite  ad- 
ministrative expenses  so  that  large  gifts  may  be 
designated  in  their  entirety  for  specific  purposes 
within  RPB’s  program. 

All  contributions  to  RPB  are  deductible  for  Fed- 
eral income,  estate,  and  gift  tax  purposes. 


'Tf  one-tenth  of  the  money  we  now 
spend  to  support  unnecessary 
blindness  were  spent  to  prevent  it, 
society  would  be  the  gainer 
in  terms  of  cold  economy,  not 
to  mention  considerations  of 
the  happiness  of  humanity.” 

Helen  Keller 


Since  this  is  the  first  annual  report  prepared  by 
Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc.  for  public  distri- 
bution, it  includes  the  financial  history  of  the  organi- 
zation from  its  inception  on  February  10,  1960 

through  December  31,  1961. 

RPB’s  accounting  records  have  been  set  up  in  a 
manner  which  allows  the  organization  to  report  fully 
and  understandably  to  the  public. 

This  report  includes  comparative  income  and  expense 
statements  for  the  years  1961  and  1960,  and  a statement 
of  assets  and  liabilities  as  of  December  31,  1961.  The 
opinion  of  Price  Waterhouse  & Co.  on  the  statements 
for  1961  is  included.  In  1960  RPB  accounts  were 
audited  by  Bernard  D.  Reis  & Co. 

A list  of  the  research  grants  made  by  RPB  in  1960 
and  1961,  and  of  the  grants  made  on  behalf  of  RPB  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jules  Stein  in  1960,  is  given  in  the  text 
of  this  report.  RPB  has  made  grants  totaling  $152,500 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stein  made  direct  grants  of  $45,000 
in  addition  to  their  substantial  support  of  RPB.  Thus, 
in  the  first  22  months  of  its  operation,  RPB  was  respon- 
sible for  a total  of  $197,500  in  research  grants  to  20 
research  institutions. 


On  January  12,  1962,  the  Trustees  formally  adopted 
this  budget  for  the  calendar  year  1962  : 

Research  grants  and  other  pro- 
gram expenditures  or  commit- 
ments: 

Unrestricted  grants  to  tlie  ophthal- 
mologic departments  of  medical 
schools  or  other  research  institu- 


tions   $150,000 

Research  professorships  and  career 
investigators  225,000 

Research  laboratory  construction 
campaign  expenses  to  provide  new 
facilities  at  eye  research  centers  . . 75,000 

Miscellaneous  grants,  survey  of  re- 
search needs,  conferences  of  re- 
search leaders  72,000 


Total  grant  and  program  expen- 
ditures and  commitments  $522,000 

Operating  expenditures: 

Staff  salaries  46,000 

Consultants  services  24,000 

General  administrative  expenses  . . 13,250 

Special  fund-raising  expenses  2,500 

Contingencies  4,750 

Total  operating  e.xpenditures  90,500 


Total  planned  expenditures  and 
commitments  $612,500 


Earlier  in  this  report  it  was  noted  that  $2,500,000  had 
been  donated  or  pledged  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Stein’s 
65th  birthday.  The  following  unpaid  pledges  are  not 
reflected  in  our  financial  statements  at  December  31, 
1961  : 

Pledges  due  in : 


1962  $ 553,408.74 

1963  158,806.29 

1964  152,475.00 

1965  147,337.50 

1966  50,650.00 

1967  150.00 


$1,062,827.53 


The  Trustees  themselves  have  given  or  pledged 
$1,312,470.  They  plan  to  use  as  much  of  these  funds 
as  are  necessary  as  a limited  endowment  to  defray 
RPB’s  operating  expenses — so  that  substantial  dona- 
tions from  other  sources  may  he  devoted  in  their  en- 
tirety for  research  purposes. 


James  S.  Adams 
Treasurer 


RESEARCH  TO  PREVENT  BLINDNESS, 
Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 


For  the 
Year  Ended 

RPB  received  the  following:  Dec.  31,  1961 

Donations : 

Cash  $ 128,723 

Securities  at  market  value  on  date  of  gift  1,322,343 


1,451,066 

Interest  and  dividends  7,021 


1,458,087 


RPB  has  made  grants  and  incurred  costs  for  program 
purposes  as  follows ; 

Research  grants  to  medical  schools  and  research 

institutions  97,500 

Costs  of  raising  funds  for  the  new  research 
building  at  the  Wilmer  Ophthalmological  In- 
stitute of  Johns  Hopkins  University  Medical 


School  (Note  1)  : 

Consultants  fees  $11,695 

Salaries  and  secretarial  services.  3,050 

Printing  and  publicity  2,343 

Travel  1,432 

Other  expenses  651  19,171 


Program  development ; 

Salaries  and  consultants  fees  ....  19,435 

Travel  and  other  expenses  2,550  21,985 


138,656 


RPB  has  incurred  other  expenses  as  follows ; 

Public  relations  2,220 

Fund  raising: 

Salaries  1,633 

Other  expenses  1,736  3,369 


Administration : 

Salaries  and  consultants  fees  ....  14,594 

Other  expenses  4,026  18,620 


24,209 

Loss  on  sales  of  donated  securities  30,269 


Total  expenses  193,134 


Excess  of  income  over  expenses  1,264,953 

Assets  at  beginning  of  year  13,500 


Total  assets  available  for  future  use  at  end  of  year..  $1,278,453 


INC. 


Inception 
Feb.  10.  1960  to 
Dec.  31,  1960 

$108,803 

108,803 

108,803 


55,250 

3,214 

19,437 

77,901 

4,049 

13,353 

17,402 


95,303 

13,500 

$ 13,500 


RESEARCH  TO  PREVENT  BLINDNESS,  INC. 
Statement  of  Assets  and  Liabilities 

DECEMBER  31,  1961 


KPB  has  the  following  assets  at  its  disposal: — 

Cash  in  commercial  account  $ 100,673 

Cash  in  interest-bearing  account  506,827 

Securities  received  as  donations,  at  market  value  on  date  of  gift : 

MCA  Inc.  common  stock  (Note  2)  (Market  value  at 

December  31,  1961— $760,000)  $654,140 

Other  securities  (Market  value  at  December  31,  1961 — 

$18,800)  14,472  668,612 


Deferred  charges  2,341 

Liabilities — none 


Total  assets  available  for  future  use 


$1,278,453 


A ntes  to  Financial  Statonents 

Note  I : Contributions  resulting  from  the  fund-raising  campaign,  conducted  by  Research 
Inc,,  were  made  directly  to  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  for  the 
\\  nmer  Ophthalmological  Institute  Building  Fund.  The  University  reports  that  con- 
tributions and  pledges  in  excess  of  $700,000  had  been  received  to  December  31,  1961. 

Note  2 : The  MCA  Inc.  common  stock  held  by  Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc. 
has  not  been  registered  with  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  and  unless  so 
1 cgistered  may  be  sold  only  under  certain  limitefl  conditions  specified  by  law. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees 
Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc. 

In  our  opinion,  the  accompanying  statements  present  fairly  the  financial 
position  of  Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc.  at  December  31,  1961  and  its 
income  and  expenses  for  the  year,  in  conformity  with  generally  accepted  ac- 
counting principles  applied  on  a basis  consistent  with  that  of  the  preceding 
jear.  Our  examination  of  these  statements  was  made  in  accordance  with 
generally  accepted  auditing  standards  and  accordingly  included  such  tests  of 
the  accounting  records  and  such  other  auditing  procedures  as  we  considered 
necessary  in  the  circumstances,  including  confirmation  of  the  cash  and  securi- 
ties owned  at  December  31,  1961  by  correspondence  with  the  depositaries.  It 
was  impracticable  for  us  to  extend  our  examination  of  donations  received 
beyond  accounting  for  amounts  so  recorded. 

Price  Waterhouse  & Co. 

New  York  5,  N.  Y. 

March  7,  1962 


SCIENTIFIC  COUNSFl 


In  developing  RPB’s  frontal  assault  against  the  causes 
of  blindness,  an  intensive  survey  of  the  nation’s  top  eye 
research  centers  was  undertaken  in  1960.  The  survey 
was  followed  by  a scientific  symposium  to  secure  the 
advice  and  judgment  of  leading  ophthalmic  research 
scientists  in  the  field.  These  scientists,  whose  advice 
and  assistance  continue  to  be  available  to  RPB  in  an 
informal  capacity,  include  the  following : 


Bernard  Becker,  M.D. 
Washington  University 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Conrad  Berens,  M.D. 

13  Walnut  Road 
Glen  Cove,  N.  Y. 

Goodwin  M.  Breinin,  M.D. 
New  York  University 
New  York  City 

David  Cogan,  M.D. 

Harvard  University 
Boston,  Mass. 

John  E.  Harris,  M.D. 
University  of  Minnesota 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Michael  J.  Hogan,  M.D. 
University  of  California 
San  Francisco,  California 

V.  Everett  Kinsey,  Ph.D. 
Kresge  Eye  Institute 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Irving  Leopold,  M.D. 
University  of  Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Richard  L.  Masland,  M.D. 
Natl.  Inst,  of  Neurological 
Diseases  and  Blindness 
Bethesda,  Md. 


A.  E.  Maumenee,  M.D. 
Johns  Hopkins  University 
Baltimore,  Md. 

John  McLean,  M.D. 

Cornell  University 
New  York  City 

Frank  Newell,  M.D. 
University  of  Chicago 
Chicago,  111. 

Edward  Norton,  M.D. 
University  of  Miami 
Miami,  Fla. 

Ludwig  von  Sallman,  M.D. 
Natl.  Inst,  of  Neurological 
Diseases  and  Blindness 
Bethesda,  Md. 

Charles  L.  Schepens,  M.D. 
Retina  Foundation 
Boston,  Mass. 

Bradley  Straatsma,  M.D. 
University  of  California 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Phillips  Thygeson,  M.D. 
Francis  I.  Proctor  Foundation 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Fred  M.  Wilson,  M.D. 
Indiana  University 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


to  RPR  arc  csfcctally  loelcoiiie  as  a means  of  assuring  the  continuity  and  stability 
of  research  programs.  The  proper  form  for  such  bequests  is: 


“I  give  and  bequeath  to  Research  to  Prevent  Blindness,  Inc.  of  598  Madison 
Avenue,  New  York  City,  a membership  corporation  organized  under  the  laws 

of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  its  corporate  purposes,  the  sum  of  $ 

dollars.” 


SouRCKs:  (1)  “What  Are  Wc  Doing  About  Potentially  Blinding  Eye  Diseases”,  National  Health  Education 
Committee  (1901  report).  (2)  “The  Growing  Problem:  Blindness”,  January  I9o2  issue  of  ’’What  s Arte, 
published  by  Abbott  Laboratories.  (3)  Facts  on  Blindness  i«  the  United  States.  Publication  700,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  (4)  Patterns  of  Disease.  March  I960.  Parke,  Davis  & Company. 
(5)  Public  Law  87-290,  September  22,  1961.  (6)  Research  Hightights—Neiirological  and  Sensory  Disorders. 
1960,  XI.  S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  Public  Health  Service. 


